Benjamln Franklin:"American
Autho

Ben Franklin was never president of the United States, but many
people think he was. He helped organize the American Revolutionary
Wiar, invented many important items, and was a famous writer.



Personal Stats

B. January 17, 1706 in Boston Massachusetts

Ran away from home at age 17 in 1723

Lived in London, England from 1724-1726

Owned and published the Pennsylvania Gazette

Married Deborah Read Rogers in 1730

Founded the first circulating library in 1731
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Experimented with a kite and electricity in June,

1752
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Signed the Declaration of Independence in 1776

Died at age 84 in Philadelphia on April 17, 1790



The Hutchinson Letters Affair

While acting as an ambassador to England, Franklin is
given a number of letters written by Thomas
Hutchinson, the English governor of the Boston area.
They are requests that Hutchinson made to the British
Government asking for more troops to put down
unrest in Boston. Franklin was NOT meant to see
them.

Franklin tried to warn his friends in America about
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name clear so he could continue to negotiate for peace.
The letters were published publicly, Franklin was

named, England made him leave.

Anger over the letters helped win support for the
revolution.



Publications B

Franklin ran his own printing press and contributed a
large amount of his own writing to his newspapers and
other periodicals such as the Pennsylvania Gazette and
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sayings.

He published many articles encouraging the citizens of
the colonies to demand independence from England.

He also drew politically charged cartoons:
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Reflect and Connect -
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Do popular celebrities of our day also embody these ideas and values? Support
your answer with details.

Imagine: how would Franklin be involved with the conflict in Iraq? What side

would he take and what about him makes you think this?

In what year did Franklin become president?

Franklin's "Join or Die" cartoon urged the colonies to unite.
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